Monitoring Progress in the GRIIDC System
The Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative Information and Data Cooperative data management system
allows data providers, data managers, and program administrators to monitor progress online through
the GRIIDC Dataset Monitoring page (https://data.gulfresearchinitiative.org/dataset-monitoring). This
user guide provides information about how to use and interpret the information presented on this page.
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Section 1: Dataset Monitoring Page
Users do not need to have a GRIIDC account or be logged in to the GRIIDC system to monitor progress in
the GRIIDC system. When a visitor first reaches the Dataset Monitoring page, a list of Research Awards
will be listed on the left panel and the right panel will be blank (Figure 1).

Figure 1: GRIIDC Dataset Monitoring page.

The Dataset Monitoring page allows the user to select one of three ways to track progress. A user can
monitor progress by Research Award or Researcher. The default selection in the drop down menu is
Research Award.
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Monitoring Progress by Research Award
This is the default selection in the drop-down menu. When you first reach the Dataset Monitoring page,
a tree listing of all the Research Awards that have contracted GRIIDC to provide data management
services is displayed in the left panel (Figure 1). To list all datasets associated with a Research Award
funding cycle, select the plus sign beside the name to expand the list.
1. GoMRI Year One Block Grant Awards
Year One Block Grant Awards are grouped based on the Gulf state institution that received the grant.
Selecting the institution name will list all of the projects associated with that institution and the datasets
created for each project in the right panel (Figure 2).

Figure 2: Year-One Block Grant Dataset Monitoring Example. In this example, all the projects and datasets associated with FIO
are listed in the right panel.

Alternatively to show progress for a single project from a Year-One Block Grant funded institution a user
can left click on the plus sign beside the institution to expand the list and show all the projects
associated with that institution in the left panel. A user can then left click on the project title to list all
datasets associated with that project in the right panel (Figure 3).
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Figure 3: Monitor Progress for a Year-One Block Grant for a single project. In this case, the user left clicked on the plus sign
beside Louisana State University (LSU) to list all projects associated with the grant to LSU. The user then left clicked on the
project title “Collection of Near-Shore Sediment Samples Associated with Potential Fishery Impacts” to list all datasets
associated with this project in the right panel.

2. GoMRI RFP-I and RFP-IV Consortia Grants
GoMRI RFP-I and RFP-IV Year 2-4 Grants are grouped by the Research Consortium (RC). When a user
selects the name of the RC all datasets associated with the RC are listed in the right panel (Figure 4).

Figure 4: Monitoring Progress for a Year 2-4 Grant (RFP 1). In this example, the user has selected the RC Deepsea to Coast
Connectivity in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico (Deep-C).

3. RFP-II and RFP-V Investigator Grants (RFP-II) and Bridge Grants (RFP-III)
RFP-II and RFP-V Investigator Grants and Bridge Grants (RFP-III) are grouped by the Project title. By
selecting the plus sign all the projects funded will be listed in the left panel. Select the project title to list
all the datasets associated with that project in the right panel (Figure 5).
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Figure 5: Monitoring Progress for RFP-II and RFP-V Investigator Grants and Bridge Grants (RFP-III). In this example the user
has expanded the list of all Year 3-5 Investigator Grant projects by selecting the plus sign. The user selected the project title
“Accelerating Recovery after the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill: Response of the Plant-Microbial-Benthic Ecosystem to Mitigation
Strategies Promoting Wetland Remediation and Resilience” to list all the datasets associated with the project in the right panel.

4. Non-GoMRI Research Awards
GRIIDC has been contracted by other funding organizations to provide data management services. These
funding organizations are listed in the tree, and the organization of datasets can be determined by the
funding organization.
For example, for the Florida RESTORE Act Centers of Excellence Program datasets are listed by funded
project names (Figure 6).
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Figure 6: Florida RESTORE Act Centers of Excellence Program dataset monitoring page.

Section 2: Understanding Monitoring Tables
When you have made a selection in the left panel, the right panel will be populated with the project(s)
and datasets associated with the project(s) associated with your selection. Each project will be listed
with the project funding source and leadership.
If no datasets have been identified for a project, this will be indicated by the text {no dataset identified}.
This statement means that no Dataset Information Forms (DIFs) have been submitted to GRIIDC for
approval for that project. A DIF is required as a part of dataset submissions to GRIIDC and is the first step
in the dataset submission process. You can complete a DIF by visiting
https://data.gulfresearchinitiative.org/dif.
If a dataset has been identified, and a DIF has been submitted to GRIIDC for approval, a table will appear
below the project information (Table 1). Note that on the dataset monitoring page you can hover over a
symbol in the table to view a popup explaining what the symbol means. The tables found on dataset
monitoring use the Unique Dataset Identifier (UDI) that GRIIDC assigns each dataset and the dataset title
to list the datasets.
Table 1: DIF submitted but not yet approved by GRIIDC.
UDI
Y1.x000.000:0001

Title
This is an example of a Dataset Monitoring table. A DIF
has been submitted but not approved for this dataset.

Identified

Submitted

Metadata

Available

In Table 1 the dataset information form (DIF) has been submitted but not yet approved, and therefore
there is a yellow triangle

in the “Identified” column. Since the DIF has not been approved, the

dataset cannot be submitted, and this is indicated by a red x

in the “Submitted” column. Since the
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dataset has not been submitted, metadata and availability cannot yet be monitored (not applicable),
this is indicated by a greyed out no symbol (

) in the “Metadata” and “Available” columns.

Once the DIF has been approved, the yellow triangle

in the “Identified” column will change to a

green check mark . The “Submitted” column will display a red x
until the Dataset Submission has
been submitted to GRIIDC (Table 2). Dataset Submission can be found online at
https://data.gulfresearchinitiative.org/dataset-submission. You must have an approved DIF before you
can submit a dataset to GRIIDC.
Table 2: DIF approved, dataset not submitted to GRIIDC.
UDI
Y1.x000.000:0001

Title
EXAMPLE: A DIF has been submitted and approved but
the dataset has not been submitted.

Identified

Submitted

Metadata

Available

Once the dataset has been submitted to GRIIDC the red x
symbol in the “Submitted” column will
change to a green check mark . The symbol in the “Metadata” column will change to a yellow triangle
to indicate that the dataset package is in review. The dataset is unavailable because the dataset
package has not yet been approved, and the symbol in the “Available” column remains a yellow triangle
(Table 3).
Table 3: DIF approved, dataset submitted to GRIIDC. The dataset package is in the GRIIDC dataset package review process;
since it is not yet approved the dataset is unavailable.
UDI
Y1.x000.000:0001

Title
EXAMPLE: A DIF has been approved, the dataset has
been submitted with GRIIDC. The dataset is in the GRIIDC
review process and is unavailable.

Identified

Submitted

Metadata

Available

When the dataset is approved, the symbol in the “Metadata” column changes to a green check mark .
If the dataset file was provided to GRIIDC via http or ftp, and GRIIDC has not been able to download the
data the “Available” column will display a red x

(Table 4).

Table 4: DIF approved, dataset submitted to GRIIDC and has been approved; however, the dataset file was provided via http
or ftp and GRIIDC has been unable to download the dataset file, therefore the dataset is unavailable.
UDI
Y1.x000.000:0001

Title
EXAMPLE: A DIF has been approved, the dataset file has
been submitted to GRIIDC and approved. However, since
GRIIDC has not been able to download the data, the
dataset is not available.

Identified

Submitted

Metadata

Available

If, during Dataset Submission, the data provider indicates that the dataset is restricted for download, a
yellow triangle
will be displayed in the “Available” column (Table 5).
Table 5: DIF has been approved, dataset has been submitted and approved; however, the dataset is unavailable because of
restrictions on Dataset Submission.
UDI

Y1.x000.000:0001

Title
EXAMPLE: A DIF has been approved, the dataset has
been submitted to GRIIDC and has been approved.
However, the dataset is unavailable due to restrictions or is
hosted by another data repository and GRIIDC is unable to
guarantee its status availability.

Identified

Submitted

Metadata

Available
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Once a dataset is publicly available a green check mark
(Table 6).

will be displayed in the “Available” column

Table 6: DIF approved, dataset submitted and approved, and dataset is publicly available.
UDI
Y1.x000.000:0001

Title
EXAMPLE: A DIF has been approved, the dataset has
been submitted to GRIIDC and approved, and the dataset
is publicly available.

Identified

Submitted

Metadata

Available

Monitoring Symbol Matrix
For quick reference as to what each symbol on the dataset monitoring tables means, please refer to the
matrix below (Table 7).
Table 7: The matrix of columns and symbols used on the dataset monitoring page. If a cell is blank, the symbol is not used in
the column.

Symbol
Column
Identified

Submitted

The dataset
information form
has been approved
by GRIIDC.
The dataset has
been submitted to
GRIIDC.

A dataset has been
submitted and is in the
GRIIDC review & approval
process.
The dataset is not yet
available because the data
provider has placed
restrictions on dataset
distribution.

A dataset has
approved for this
dataset.

The DIF has been
submitted and/or
approved, but a dataset
has not been submitted.

Metadata

Available

The dataset information
form has been submitted
to GRIIDC but not yet
approved.

The dataset has been
submitted, but the
dataset file is not
available. This is likely
because the data file has
been submitted by
http/ftp and GRIIDC has
not yet visited the http
or ftp server to
download the dataset
file.

The dataset is
publicly available.
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